MATHEW ANDREW ELKIN – An epithet inviting an explanation. 
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The inscription on Mathew's head stone at St Matthew’s Church cemetery Windsor reads:

Sacred 

To the MEMORY of

MATHEW ANDREW 

ELKINS

who departed this life
February 5th 1834 AGED 
53 YEARS.

Far from the land where first he drew breath
He bowed obedient to all conquering death.
At Church he was and made his daughters brides
on the next day it was the will of God he died. 
[image: image2.jpg]



* Location of grave site of Mathew Andrew Elkin in the Churchyard at St Matthews Anglican Church, Windsor.
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Nam, Mathew Andrew Elkins
Died: 7th February 1834
Age:

Cemetery: St Matthews Anglican Cemetery, Windsor

Location:  Far Back section, row 36 plot 20
—




Note that the death date is recorded as 7th February which is likely the interment date.
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Beautiful sketch of St Matthews Church, hung inside the church. 
(The black and white sketch has been tinted.)
The history of MATHEW ANDREW ELKIN is embraced in his epithet:
“Far from the land where first he drew breath
He bowed obedient to all conquering death.
At Church he was and made his daughters brides
on the next day it was the will of God he died.”

The epithet is enigmatic but more than that, someone has taken the trouble to commemorate with a bronze plaque “MARY MARTIN – SHIP NEPTUNE”. 
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Mathew Andrew Elkins grave site and more recently installed plaque commemorating MARY MARTIN – SHIP NEPTUNE . St Matthews Church,  Windsor.

  So let us start with Mathew’s surname which was originally “ELKIN” (no “s” at the end). There seems to be only a small family grouping by the name Elkin and concentrated in small villages such as Caverswall, near to the city of Stoke-on-Trent in the County of Staffordshire, England.  Stoke on Trent is renowned for its pottery manufacture because of nearby suitable clays & coal seams however no indication has been found that the family were involved with that industry.
  The ancestry of Mathew Andrew Elkin has been researched using sources such as “FamilySearch” and is considered likely as follows:

Father: Thomas Elkin (C) 20th January 1748 Caverswall, perhaps buried 21 February 1798, Astbury.

Mother: Elisabeth Tomlinson (C) 1745 Trentham – Parents unknown.

Thomas Elkin married Elisabeth Tomlinson 29th December 1766, Trentham, Staffordshire.      (May also be spelt Elizabeth).
Grandfather: Thomas Elkin (C) 1721 Caverswall, Staffordshire.

Thomas Elkin married Mary ???  date of marriage unknown.

Great Grandfather: John Elkin (C) 25th November, 1691 Stoke on Trent.

John Elkin m. Jane Hatton 20th August 1716 Gratwich, Staffordshire.

Great Great Grandfather: Thomas Elkin.

For suggested derivation of family name “Elkin” please see page 15 of this document.
Mathew Andrew Elkin’s parents after marriage on 29th December 1766 chose to move from Caverswall, some few miles south east of Stoke-on-Trent in the County of  Staffordshire to the nearby village of Congleton situated in the County of Cheshire, some few miles north of Stoke-on-Trent. The records reveal the births that followed, noting that three sons died at an early age.

    Children of Thomas & Elisabeth Elkin:

	
	
	Christened
	Place
	Buried
	Place

	1
	Elizabeth
	27th July, 1770
	St Peters Congleton
	Yet to be determined
	

	2
	Mary
	12th July, 1772
	
	Yet to be determined
	

	3
	James
	29th September, 1773
	
	18th August, 1774
	Astbury

	4
	John
	3rd March, 1776
	St Peters Congleton
	Yet to be determined
	

	5
	William
	19th October, 1777
	Astbury Church
	16th March 1782
	Astbury

	6
	Mathew

Andrew
	28th January, 1780
	St Peters Congleton
	5th February, 1834
	St Matthews Windsor, NSW

	7
	Thomas
	11th March, 1781
	Astbury Church
	18th December, 1782
	Astbury


Congleton is a town and civil parish in the unitary authority of Cheshire East and the county of Cheshire in England. It lies on the banks of the River Dane, to the west of the Macclesfield Canal and 21 miles south of Manchester. (Wikipedia)

Mathew’s early years must remain speculative but seemingly he had little if any  education. 

Mathew Andrew Elkin lived until 1834. At death he had just turned 54. His age at death somewhat mirrors his father Thomas Elkin who was interred on 21st February 1798 when only 50 years old. 
Just 12 months before the death of Mathew’s father, the family would be shocked to know that when Mathew. aged just 17 years old in early 1797, is charged with Burglary and theft.  We do not know the reasons but maybe, just maybe it was a desperate need to help support his family. 
BURGLARY

CHESHIRE: The Jurors for our Lord the King upon their Oath present That Matthew Andrew Elkin late of the Township of Congleton in the Parish of Astbury in the County of Chester, Labourer on the Third day of January in the Thirty seventh Year1 of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Third King of Great Britain and so forth about the Hour of Seven in the Night of the same Day with Force and Arms at the Township and Parish aforesaid in the County aforesaid the Dwelling House of one Square2 Clarke ~ there situate feloniously and burglariously did break and enter and (steal) one piece of Silver Coin of the proper coin of the Realm called a shilling of the value of twelve pence. One piece of Copper called an Anglesey Penny3 of the value of one penny and one piece of copper – called a Cronbane Halfpenny of the value of one Halfpenny of the Monies Goods and Chattels of the said Square Clarke in the said Dwelling House then and there being found then and there feloniously and burglariously did steal take and carry away Against the Peace of our said Lord the king his Crown and Dignity.


Pleads   Not Guilty



Jurors say Guilty

Judgm.t  That he be taken from hence to the place from whence he came and from thence to a place of Execution and there be hanged by his Neck until he be dead.

4Execution of Judgement respited until his Majesty’s Pleasure be known.

*********************************************************************

Notes: 1  George III reigned from 1760 to 1820. 



              Thus the 37th year of his reign was 1797.

2 “Square” - We would presently think of the word as Esquire or abbreviated Esq meaning a straight or respectable person. I recall a time past when business letters were addressed to Mr Bruce Arnett Esq.      
3(A search using Google shows that the Anglesey penny and the Cronbane halfpenny were privately issued tokens of the time.)

4 respited until his Majesty’s Pleasure be known – meant that an appeal had to be sent on behalf of the Mathew to the administration in Whitehall who might on behalf of King GEORGE III grant a reprieve and then advise the Chief Magistrate at Chester. Mathew Andrew Elkin would have to wait until after the 6th August 1797 to know that his sentence had been “respited”. 
5Afterwards in the colony of NSW he would be recorded as 'Cap. Respite' which is from the Latin and means “capitally” sentenced or as we would understand it “to be sentenced to death usually by hanging” but often afterwards “respited” or reprieved with the sentence commuted to transportation or otherwise and for a term usually 7years or more seriously 14 years or life. 
6Another abbreviation used on documents was 'B S7' which is shorthand for  'to be transported beyond the seas for seven years’ (or how many years sentenced). 
Thus for 4 years Mathew was confined in Chester Castle gaol, then it is recorded that on 1st April 1801 he was assigned for transfer to Portsmouth to be transported on the Coromandel to the colony of NSW.  There seems to have been a reason for this sudden arrangement  - namely Governor King Governor of the colony of NSW was appealing for able, healthy convict labour.
Part of gaol delivery list destined for the prison hulk Fortunee, 1st April, 1801
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He was No. 195 on the list above for a gaol delivery destined for the prison hulk “(La) Fortunee”, The list is dated 1st April 1801 and notes his age at time of offence as 17, sentence as “Cap Respite”, Chester as his place of conviction, the date of his reprieve as 6th August 1797, to be transported to NSW, his commuted sentence of 7 years and the ship he is assigned to be transported on Corl (Coramandel).
Mathew Elkin was probably transported overland from Chester Castle gaol on a cart to Portsmouth. He and his fellow transportees would probably be shackled and likely jeered as they passed through villages.

On arrival Mathew as documented on the assignment list was likely imprisoned on the hulk  “La Fortunee” in Langstone Harbour near Portsmouth to await his transfer to a convict ship chartered to transport convicts to the colony of NSW. 
“La Fortunee” was probably an ex French “Man o’ War” warship captured as “spoils of war” since Britain had been at war with revolutionary France from 1793, culminating with the defeat of Napoleon in 1816. 
(From 1776 to 1802 all English hulks were operated by private individuals such as the shipowners Duncan Campbell and James Bradley, under contract to the British government. These included the Justitia, Censor, Ceres and Stanislaus on the River Thames at Woolwich, the Chatham and Dunkirk at Plymouth, the Lion at Gosport and La Fortunee at Langstone Harbour near Portsmouth.)
[image: image8.png]Prison hulk loading, Samuel Atkins, ca. 1800-08
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Source: National Library of Australia, nla.pic-4n5601463.




For reasons unknown, though Mathew was assigned to the Coromandel he actually was carried on the convict ship “Perseus”. Both the Coromandel and the Perseus were contracted East Indiaman trading ships converted to carry convicts Both departed from Portsmouth the same day, 12th February,1802 however the captain of the Coromandel, the larger ship chose a non stop trip to Sydney while the smaller the Perseus broke its journey, putting into Rio de Janeiro and Table Bay (Capetown). The Perseus reached Sydney some 2 months after the Coromandel. 

Details of the Convict ship Perseus:

 Convicts embarked – 113 male convicts 
Convicts relanded while still in English waters - 1 
Convicts died on the voyage - 0 

Sailed from Spithead, England on 12 February 1802 
Arrived in Sydney, New South Wales on 4 August 1802 

Some 5 years after he was “respited” to a 7 year term of transport  to the colony of NSW Mathew found himself in Sydney. The convicts off the Perseus were split up to be assigned to different places out of Sydney but it seems likely that Mathew was sent to Parramatta. In the colony Mathew is only ever recorded as a shoe maker however when and where he developed this skill is unknown. 
By August 1803 Mathew would have served out his “expiated” sentence and a little later on 1st February 1805 at St Johns in Parramatta, New South Wales.NSW BDM (Ref V1805299147A/1805 District CD). 4th February, 1805 (in FamilySearch).it is  recorded that he married Mary Moss (c1784-1807) who arrived on the Experiment in 1804, 

They had one daughter, Ann Elkin b 5th August 1805, born in Parramatta.

In 1805/6 muster, Mathew is listed as being FBS shoemaker at Parramatta. (FBS=Free by Servitude), with a Ticket of Leave. 
In 1807 Mary (nee Moss) Elkin was to die. The cause of her death is presently unknown, perhaps in a second childbirth.  Mary’s grave site if it exists is unknown however it is interesting to note that her death is recorded in St Phillips church, Sydney register.
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Child is shown as Ann Andrew Elkin but the “Andrew” is probably a transcription error. Note that Mathew is spelt Matthew.

Mary Moss came from the vicinity of Manchester not that far from Congleton. Perhaps Mathew and Mary had some familiarity back in the “old country”.

It is unknown presently but maybe Mathew Elkin cared for his little daughter Ann from age 2 years old.

By 1816 Mathew Elkin was now working in Windsor, as a shoemaker, and is on the list of persons claiming they had served their "time" but had no supporting documents to prove it. His surname was slowly morphing into Elkins, while some records have his first name as Matthew with two “t” s. 
[A ticket of Leave record exists reference Reel Number Nov1816 – 6038; S2759-p285- Resident in Windsor.]
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Mathew Elkin is noted as arriving in August 1802, ship PERSEUS, Master of ship “Davidson” sentence is shown as 7yrs Exp’.

“Exp” is abbreviation for Expiated - meaning original sentence of hanging was commuted to 7 years transportation to NSW. 
Note The arrivals shown above are as late as 1806.  This above list could have been made in 1816 as a list of  ex-convicts who had not received an official document of free by servitude (pardon or mostly a ticket of leave) during the NSW (Rum) Corp corrupt era which ended after Lachlan Macquarie became Governor in 1810. 
As noted Mathew’s first wife Mary died in 1807 and it was some 11 years afterwards that Mathew Elkin (then aged 38) married Catherine Wilbow (1793-1872) on 23 March 1818 in Windsor, New South Wales, although by then two children had been born, however the first daughter Mary Ann (1813-1813) did not survive her first year. Their second daughter Jane born about 1815 about 3 years old while their third child Catherine would have been about 1 year old, when they married. Mathew’s daughter by his first marriage, Ann would now be nearly 13 years old.

Catherine Smith was born in 1793 at Pitt Town but later was raised as Catherine Wilbow when her mother Mary Smith (nee MARTIN – 2nd Fleet per the infamous NEPTUNE) lived with and later married James Wilbow.

(On 4th March 1792 Mary Martin married at Parramatta to Thomas Smith. A daughter, Catherine was born in 1793 however the marriage was not to last and Mary Martin was likely in a relationship with James Wilbow when her next child was born in 1798, naming him James which suggests the father was James Wilbow.)  Nothing is known about Thomas Smith, as there were about 7 of that name who came to the colony by 1792. Perhaps he used an alias and later reverted to his real name, we just don’t know. 
Mathew Elkin’s daughter from his first marriage, Ann Elkin (now aged 16) married Sylvester Butler on 11th March, 1822 and afterwards had a large family. 

In 1828 Census:
(Ref 320) Mathew Elkin, aged 48, free by servitude, Perseus, 1802, 7 years, protestant, shoemaker, living with Sylvester Butler.Residence: Lower Portland Head. (Wiseman’s Ferry vicinity). 
( It would seem that Sylvester Butler applied for & received a land grant in 1820 likely along the Macdonald river which would likely require clearing and establishing. 

Thus sometime between 1822 & 1828 Mathew with wife Catherine and family took up residence on his son-in- law’s property and continued his shoe business there. The Hawkesbury river was the main artery linking Windsor & the farming community along the Hawkesbury & Macdonald rivers with the markets in Sydney. 
Lower Portland Head meant the Wiseman’s Ferry crossing area. That is, either along the Hawkesbury river’ flats around Wiseman’s Ferry crossing or likely on the banks of the Macdonald river which flows into the Hawkesbury river. Otherwise described as the “First Barnch”. Not to be confused with Upper Portland probably around Ebenezer, Portland Head possibly around the stretch above Sackville Reach (but not sure at the moment) and Lower Portland located around the confluence of the Colo river with the Hawkesbury River(Also known as the Second Branch”.)
Also with Mathew Andrew Elkin in 1828 Census:
(Ref 321) Catherine (nee Smith, alias Wilbow) Elkin 35, born in the colony. (Spouse)

(Ref 322) James(sic) (An entry error and should read “Jane”) Elkin, 13 born in the colony. i.e. b c.1815. 

(Ref 323) Catherine Elkin, 11 born in the colony. i.e. b c.1817.

(Ref 324) Elizabeth Elkin, 9 born in the colony. i.e. b c.1819.

(Ref 325) Mathew Elkin, 21 (Another entry error & should be 7 years old, born in the colony. i.e .b. c. 1821.

***********************************

And so to the epithet on Mathew’s headstone: ‘At Church he was and made his daughters brides”. Mathew’s two daughters Jane and Catherine were likely married at the newly built church of St Thomas at Sackville Reach on the 4th February 1834. Jane Elkins married Joseph Blunder (or Blundell) and Catherine Elkin(s) married William Jones (from Hampstead, a village on the north side of London, T of L  ex Asia (1) 1821 although some claim (erroneously, from my research)  he came out on the Grenada in 1819.) The marriage certificate notes that Mathew Elkin was from Sackville Reach but was he really living there or this an error?. Catherine Elkin(s) could only make an “X” mark when signing the marriage register suggesting that both her father Mathew Andrew Elkin and her mother Catherine (nee Smith alias Wilbow) were likely illiterate.
The following day 5th February 1834, Mathew Andrew Elkin(s) passed away and is buried at St Matthews Church of England burial grounds at Windsor. He is shown as 53 on the headstone but actually at time of death was aged 54. There lies further mysteries: How did he die and is it relevant to his burial at St Matthew’s Church, Windsor. Perhaps the new Anglican church at Sackville Reach was not yet prepared for burials, perhaps he was seeking medical attention – the questions have no ready answers.
Also buried in St Matthews church grounds, Windsor is Elizabeth Newall, a granddaughter of Mathew Elkin via his daughter Catherine and William Jones. Elizabeth (Liz) Jones married William Robert Newall.

Catherine Elkin(s) who married William Jones settled to farming on the Macdonald river where they raised a large family (13 known children) and in later life moved to Lower Portland around the confluence of the Colo River with the Hawkesbury River where at least one of their sons also named William Jones had established an orange orchard a little way along the Colo River. 

Catherine (nee Elkin) and spouse, William Jones are buried at the Sackville Reach cemetery.

So what became of Mathew Andrew Elkin’s wife Catherine? 

Catherine (nee Smith & alias Wilbow) Elkin now widowed, would marry John Wilson on 16th May, 1836 at St Thomas Church, Sackville Reach. 
Remarkably they conceived a son, also named John Wilson who was born in 1839 (NSW BDM Ref. 895 &/or 1633/1839) when Catherine was about 46 years old. 
John Wilson senior is noted as dying in 1852 & is buried at St Matthew’s Windsor and later in the same grave site Catherine Wilson who died 20-1-1872 aged 79 (and  described as living at Portland Head).
The Burial certificate identifies Mathew Elkin as her first husband and John Wilson as her later husband.  One of the certified witnesses is George Manning who was Catherine’s son in law who had married Elizabeth Elkin in 1838 - (Mathew Andrew Elkin & Catherine’s last daughter born.)
[Note: On Catherine Wilson’s death certificate it states: “surviving (in 1872) were 5 Children, three girls and 2 boys”. 
Thus with Mathew Elkin, she had 4 daughters, one of whom died in 1813 when only 10 months old.

 Catherine also gave birth to a son Mathew c.1821. So the only other known existing son is John Wilson, improbably born when she was about 46 years old & with husband John Wilson, a very late life baby indeed.]

Records of Grave sites at St Matthews Church burial grounds, Windsor follow:

[image: image11.jpg]Wilson, Catherine

Nam, Catherine Wilsan
Died: 20th January 1672
Age:

Cemetery: St Matthews Anglican Cemetery, Windsor

Location:  Left section, row plat 27




[image: image12.jpg]Wilson, John

Name:  John Wilson
Died: 1ath August 1852
Age:

Cemetery: St Matthews Anglican Cemetery, Windsor

Location:  Left section, row B plat 27




*** There seems to be an error in recording as the map shows the Wilson’s in plot 25. 
So summarizing, Catherine (Nee Smith) alias Wilbow, first married Mathew Andrew Elkin then after his death in 1834, remarried in 1836 John Wilson. Catherine is buried in the same plot as her later husband, John Wilson at St Matthews Anglican Church, Windsor. 

The Wilson’ grave site is unmarked and Catherine’s later history, that she married John Wilson, was probably unknown to the person who placed the plaque embossed “In memory of Mary Martin – ship Neptune” on Mathew Andrew Elkin’s (her son in-law) grave site, rather than choosing her daughter, Catherine’s grave site. The plaque advises that Mary Martin’s burial place is unknown however as the Church of England kept a Parish register but did not record actual locations for its services, it is possible to speculate that she was buried in or around Pitt Town where she lived out her latter widowed years on the farm of her son James Wilbow. Even possibly, just across the Hawkesbury at Wilberforce cemetery.
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So I end this narrative of Mathew Andrew Elkin, occupation shoe maker, probably illiterate, who when aged just 17 years old “burglarized” and stole 1 shilling and tokens to the value of a penny & a halfpenny. He was sentenced to hang, was respited, spent 4 years in Chester Castle gaol, nearly a year in a convict hulk “La Fortunee” in Langstone Harbour (near  Portsmouth), 6 months on the high seas onboard the Perseus bound for the colony of NSW and there made a successful life for himself as a shoe maker, raising 5 children. His headstone suggests he was very much loved by his family. 
From Mathew’s third surviving daughter, Catherine Elkin(s) whom he made a bride when she married William Jones on the 4th February1834, the day before he died, I trace my ancestry back to Mathew Andrew Elkin as my gt gt gt grandfather. Without him and my other ancestors who for various improbable reasons also arrived on these shores, I would not exist. 
Writing this article has been a journey which has made me realise that I am (like every other creature that now exists) the result of many random & very often unexpected twists and turns. In brief, that I exist at all, is an irrational gift for which I am so very grateful. 
Bruce Arnett  FFF Member No. 1888
(Nepean-Hawkesbury Chapter member).
23rd October 2018.
Elkin Name Meaning

English: from a pet form of Elis (see Ellis). Jewish (eastern Ashkenazic): metronymic from the Yiddish female personal name Elke + the Slavic suffix -in. Jewish (eastern Ashkenazic): patronymic from the Yiddish male personal name Elke, a pet form of Elijah + the Slavic suffix -in. 

Source: Dictionary of American Family Names ©2013, Oxford University Press
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Mary Martin’s grave stone plaque, located in St Matthews church graveyard , Windsor, presently sited in her son in law – Mathew Andrew Elkin(s)’s grave.  Photo 9/5/2015 by B.A.
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