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Jacob’s “Lifetime Voyaging” 1780-1830



Jacob’s Life

• Jacob’s Family 1761-1776   (0-14)
• Service in American Revolution     1776-1780  (15-19)
• Sailing as a Privateer 1780-1783   (19-22)
• Sailing with the Royal Navy            1783-1802   (22-41)

*First Fleet and HMS Sirius (1787-1792    26-31)
• Sailing as a Merchant Sailor 1802-1824   (41-63)
• His last years 1824-1841   (63-79)
• Burial Information 1841           (79)



Jacob’s Family
• Jacob’s grandparents migrated in early 1750’s 

from Germany.  The family purchased a grist 
mill in Reading, just north of Philadelphia and 
had a “degree of financial substance and 
education.” 

• George, Jacob’s father, became a blacksmith 
and the local sheriff from 1770-1775.  He and 
his wife Rebecca Rogers had 4 children with 
Jacob the eldest. George served in the  French 
and Indian War in America in the 1760’s.



Philadelphia



American Revolution
• Jacob joined his father in Boston, at the start of 

the revolution, in early 1776 before his 15th

birthday but was then sent home.  Later that 
year, he again joined his father at the Battle of 
Brandywine near Philadelphia.

• He then joined Washington’s Army with his 
father, who had by then risen to Colonel. 
Together they spent the winter at Valley Forge 
1777-1778.

• In 1780, Jacob enlisted on a US Navy ship, 
Saratoga and served for 4 months before 
requesting permission at the end to join a 
“privateer” in Philadelphia.



Privateer
• With the revolution still happening, Jacob joined 

a “privateer” which was a ship owned by wealthy 
merchants to attack commercial ships for their 
cargo.

• On a “privateering” trip into the West Indies in 
1781, he was captured by two British Naval 
Vessels and put into prison at St Lucia, WI.

• A month later, the French arrived and he was 
freed.  He was again imprisoned in 1782 by the 
French for aiding a captured fellow American who 
had been serving with the British Navy.



Royal Navy
• Jacob, along with captured British Naval prisoners 

was exchanged in May 1782 at St Lucia.  Later 
that month he officially signed on with the navy 
until April 1783 when the Revolution in America 
had ended.  He was then discharged at 
Portsmouth, England with pay. 

• Later in September, he again signed on to HMS 
Ganges and remained with the ship for almost 4 
years which took him to Gibraltar several times.  
Jacob writes that these years were a mixture of 
boredom and harsh treatment.

• In March, 1787, along with several others of the 
Ganges crew to transfer to HMS Sirius 



Sea Battle near St Christopher, May 1782



• Jacob had been assigned duties as “steward” on his 
previous ships due to his writing abilities. The ships logs 
state that he was an exceptionally intelligent sailor.

• Jacob was one of 7 “volunteers’ selected from HMS 
Ganges to join HMS Sirius.  

• Jacob’s journal during the First Fleet’s travel and arrival 
has become an important part of Australia’s early 
settlement period.

• As a member of Governor Phillip’s boat crew, he got to 
know the Governor well and travelled with him on early 
expeditions around both Port Jackson and Broken Bay.

• He travelled back to Cape Town in 1789 on the Sirius for 
supplies and remained with the ship although other crew 
members left there.



Capture of Bennelong



Bennelong



• He was on the Sirius when it went onto the rocks 
at Norfolk Island in 1790. Jacob was a very good 
swimmer and as a result, helped to recover many 
items of cargo from the Sirius shipwreck. 

• In March 1791, the “Supply” had returned with 
supplies from Batavia along with a rented Dutch 
ship the Waaksamheyd.  This ship took the sailors 
of the Sirius back to Port Jackson and then back 
to England arriving in Portsmouth in 1792.

• He then returned to London and lived in the “East 
End” before the days of its development as the 
East India Dockyards in the great trading era.



HMS Sirius at Norfolk Island 



Wreck of HMS Sirius at Norfolk Island in 1790



East India Docks, London



• Jacob was “impressed” again in August 1792 while 
in London due to the start of the Napoleonic Wars.  

• After spending the next few years based in home 
ports, during which time he married Elizabeth 
Pitman in 1795, he left on HMS Gorgon in Nov. 
1795 serving in Gibraltar and the Mediterranean. 

• After various engagements between 1796-1798, 
serving on HMS Blanche, he returned to 
Portsmouth where he was able to meet up with 
Elizabeth, his wife and eldest child.

• In 1802, with a peace treaty and for other personal 
reasons, he retired from the Royal Navy to spend 
time with his family although he had been offered 
a position as master of one of the “ships of the 
line.”



London, England Church of England Marriages and Banns
City of London, St Botolph, Aldgate 1795-1809

Marriage Entry for Jacob Nagle & Elizabeth C Pitman



As a Merchant Sailor
• Jacob departed for Lisbon, Portugal with his family 

in order to book passage on a ship back to America.
• While in Lisbon, a Yellow Fever epidemic erupted. 

While waiting there, his wife and children died.
• He returned to America, staying with relatives and 

meeting a sister born after he had left to sail.
• Jacob joined merchant ships travelling to various 

places in South America, the Caribbean, India and 
China. Often, he served as second in command due 
to his experience and scarcity of officers and crew.

• Jacob retired from sailing in 1824 when he was 63.



Jacob’s Last Years
Jacob spent the first years of retirement with 
various relatives in Philadelphia and with his sister 
Sarah (Sally) Webb in Canton, Ohio.  
He spent most of the 1820’s and 1830’s travelling 
around Northern Ohio.  He also worked in the 
offices of Bezaleel Wells, a surveyor.  Ohio was still a 
frontier state having been admitted in 1803.
Joseph applied for a pension from the US 
government for service during the Revolution in 
1833 and was finally granted one of 30 dollars a 
year.



An Early Canton Pioneer Home in early 1800’s
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Founders of Canton & Stark County



About early Canton, Ohio
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Canton, Ohio 1839



	

	





McKinley Avenue Park former Plum Creek 
Cemetery





McKinley Park, Canton Ohio



McKinley Park with one remaining gravestone 
(top right)



FFF Grave Memorials Project

• Project of placing FFF Plaques on or near 
known graves of First Fleeters

• Efforts at recognising Jacob Nagle in Canton
• Contacts made in Ohio at Library and Canton 

City Government
• To date the project has stalled
• Perhaps a plaque may eventually be placed in 

McKinley Park where the Plum Street 
Cemetery was located in the future


